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COVID-19
WE ARE IN LOCKDOWN

Please find the latest update regarding the situation at the following links:

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

Local statistics for our area can be found at : 

https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/
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Church News
We are not holding services in church at present due to covid but the church is open 
every Sunday from 10am to 4pm for private prayer.

The 2nd February is Candlemas Day. It falls 40 days after Christmas and in some 
countries Christmas decorations stay up until Candlemas.

This ancient festival marks the mid point of Winter, half way between the shortest day on 
21st December and the Spring equinox on 21st March.

In pre-Christian times this day was known as the festival of light and celebrated the 
increase in the life giving sun as Winter gave way to Spring. Candles were important in 
those days and they still are. Christians use candles in church to remind them that Jesus 
Christ is the light of the world.

In the days before electricity, candles were taken into church to be blessed before using 
them for the rest of the year. So the day came to be called Candlemas.

If Candlemas day be fair and bright
Winter will have another bite.
If Candlemas day brings cloud and rain
Winter won’t come again.
We are going to do a small display in the church porch to celebrate Candlemas.

Don’t forget Shrove Tuesday or Pancake Day on 16th. February. Then Lent begins the 
next day, Ash Wednesday. We usually think about giving something up for Lent but this 
year maybe some small act of kindness each day would be more appropriate; a phone 
call, a text to a lonely person or a smile to a stranger. There are so many ways in which 
we could brighten someone’s dreary lockdown day. Stay safe and well.

                                                                                   Marion Lewis                          

Editor comment: 

I hope you are all keeping well and safe. We are continuing to prepare and send out the 
newsletter by email and with a copy on the website. The Village Voice team would like to 
express our thanks for the donation that was made by Beryl to help support the newsletter 
this year.

We are aware that some of our village residents do not have access to the electronic 
copies of the news letter. We have considered several approaches to make the newsletter 
available. If you know of someone who needs a paper copy of the newsletter, please help 
them to send their name and address to the Village Voice email address and we will send 
a copy by post.

The village voice can be contacted by Email: contact@village-voice.org or through our 
website www.village-voice.org
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Southery W.I.
The Southery W.I. has not been meeting during this period as you would expect. 
However, they have engaged in a range of activities. Last year they were making cakes 
and in January the event was to take a photo of a winter scene. A wide range of subjects 
were photographed and a large number of participants took part. These challenges are 
not competitions but simply a way of maintaining contact and giving some form of light 
enjoyment during these difficult times. All the photos that were submitted have now been 
produced as a short video for the WI members and a selection are presented below.
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Macmillan Cancer Support
I did not have a coffee morning but we still were able to send £1022.50 to Macmillan 
Cancer Support last year. This came about by charity bingo to March 2020 (£386.50), 
donations (£306.00) and the Litter Pick (£330.00). In addition, I was also able to donate 
£50.00 to the Earl Haig Fund from bingo refreshments. Many thanks to everyone who 
helped raise these funds.  Beryl

Southery in the 1920’s by Les Legge in 1987
After the First World War was over and the Spanish Flu claimed more victims, it was 
time to pick up the pieces and rebuild the village. The Government allowed cheap 
imports from other countries, in direct competition with British vegetables and grain.  
British farming went into a steep decline. Men and their families moved out of Southery 
to find work in the depression, some in Sussex, some in Goole, Yorkshire and some to 
North America.

Back in Southery, only a few people had cars, most travelled by horse and cart or 
walking. The main road was not tarmac, several minor roads were droves, such as 
Campsey Drove and Sedge Fen Drove. The roadmen were important, because they 
maintained a stretch of road, letting water off, filling in holes and removing horse 
manure. Sid Fawkes looked after the section between the village and Brandon Creek, 
Chub Benton the village to Poppylot, Jocky Porter, Hilgay to the village and Dodger 
Griggs the village to the centre. Puddle Percy (Clark) and Tarmac George (Barrow)took 
over the duties.

The river was more important, lighters were used to bring fertiliser and coal in and take 
sugar beet and wheat out. Sugar beet was first grown in the 1920s, taken by narrow 
gauge railway or by river to Wissington Factory. Les left school at 14 and started work at 
Mr. Langley’s in Ten Mile Bank, crossing the river Great Ouse by the ferry at the Ferry 
Pub. cont..

Youth Club is currently closed
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Houses were much smaller, often rows of two up two down terraced houses with no 
electricity, no running water and no sewerage. There were a few telephones, but no 
television or radio to entertain.

There were 4 bakers (Porter, Clingo, Jolly and Rowe) and 2 butchers, they had rounds 
with a horse and cart and delivered goods to customers. In the village, there were 14 
shops, a harness maker, a blacksmith and a dairy next to the Manor House, now 
demolished. The dairy herd grazed on North and South Fields. For a stronger drink, the 
villagers had a choice of 8 pubs, The Ferry, The Queen of Hearts (originally the 
Carpenters’ Arms), The Jolly Farmers, Nag’s Head, The Victory, The Anchor, The Bell 
and the Blacksmith’s Arms.

The nurse and the policeman lived in the village, but for the Bank or doctor you had to 
go to Downham. For religion, you could choose between St. Mary’s, the Methodist 
Chapel, the Baptist chapel, the chapel at Brandon Creek or the Wissey church on the 
way to Wissington. Southery Women’s Institute was formed on March 7th 1928 to 
encourage ladies to meet, be sociable and learn new crafts and skills. Most social 
events, dances, parties and talks  took place in the old National School.

More people lived in the fens, often quite isolated from the village. There were enough 
men in Sedge Fen Drove to raise a football team. Large areas of fen were not farmed, 
Wissington, Shrub Hill and Weasenham Farms were grazed or left as fenland. All farm 
work was carried out by horses or by hand. Most people worked on the land in these 
tough times. April 16th 1920 saw the formation of a branch of the National Farmers 
Union at Downham Market, John Rose Bennett as Chairman and Charles Osler 
representing Southery.

Parish Council

The Parish Council meets monthly and the Village Voice Newsletter provides a copy of 
the minutes which have been published on the Parish Council Website to support access 

to information that affects the community.

The online version of the minutes can be found at:

https://southeryparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/category/minutes/
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